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Introduction 

The Barbienado product provides several main benefits over lighting charcoal using a conventional charcoal 

chimney: 

 It provides a way to safely, quickly and evenly light charcoal without the use of any petrochemical fire-

starters, liquid fuels, wood, newspapers or other non-charcoal fire lighting materials. 

 Through the placement of the offset air feed tube at the chimney base, an upward, spiral flow of heat 

is generated that promotes rapid and even lighting of the coals. 

 The base is sealed thereby preventing hot ashes and flame exiting throughout the process of lighting 

and pouring the barbecue fuel. 
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Barbienado Chimney Features and Benefits 

 3 x faster charcoal lighting. 

 Lights charcoal without petrochemical lighters or newspaper. 

 Works with both briquettes and lump charcoal. 

 No firelighters mean better tasting food while being better for the environment. 

 Wooden handle always remains cool. 

 Safer lighting without using fire-lighter liquids. 

 Cleaner lighting without dropping ash. 

 Non-rusting, genuine 304 stainless steel 

Background 

Although many people choose gas powered barbecues for the convenience of fast lighting, charcoal cooking 

remains a highly popular method of cooking for those that enjoy the added flavor of charcoal grilled and smoked 

food.  

However, a negative aspect of cooking with charcoal, as compared to gas, is that more time and materials are 

required to firstly ignite the charcoal and then evenly light all the coals ready for cooking. Partially lit coals can 

sometimes lead to insufficient heat or a fire that dies out.  

Current lighting techniques mostly make use of solid or liquid petrochemical-based lighters. These are known to 

be a source of toxic smoke and fumes and are not eco-friendly. Additionally, accidents and burns can occur, most 

frequently through incorrect use of liquid fire accelerants. Many people prefer not to use petrochemical lighters 

and accelerants as it is believed they taint the flavor of the cooked food. 

Lastly, purchasing/requiring fire starters/lighter fuels adds to the cost of operating any barbecue. 

Overview of Charcoal Lighting Products 

There are several commonly sold devices that assist in the lighting of charcoal barbecues. Two such products are 

charcoal chimneys and electric heat-gun type fire starters, also known as electric fire starters.  
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Charcoal Chimneys 

Charcoal chimneys are generally metal, jug-shaped devices 

fabricated using cut, bent and riveted thin sheet metal. They 

typically have an open top, holes in the bottom and mostly rely 

on natural ventilation where the fire draws air through holes in 

the base of the chimney to facilitate lighting of barbecue fuel.  

Many competitor products are criticized for having a short life 

span due to being constructed of mild steel sheet metal. This, 

when combined with significant heating during use, causes rapid 

oxidation/rusting of the metal.  

The handle is protected, usually, from most of the heat by a metal heat shield although there is a lot of consumer 

feedback products relating to ineffective heat shields on some products. This can lead to dangerously hot and, 

occasionally, melted handles.  

As an alternative to petrochemical lighters, rolled newspaper is sometimes stuffed into the underside of the 

chimney base and lit. Although this method is claimed to have less effect on the flavor of the cooked food, it 

creates a significant amount of ash, making this method of lighting quite messy. 

Conventional charcoal lighting chimneys provide some improvement in charcoal lighting times and convenience 

though, generally, around 30-45 minutes or more is required to produce evenly burning coals, ready for cooking. 

This represents around 20 - 30% time saving over lighting charcoal directly in the barbecue pit or kettle. 

Electric Charcoal Starting Wands 

Another device that assists in lighting barbecue fuel is a ‘heat-gun’ type appliances known as electric fire starters. 

These devices are essentially a heating element with a fan – similar to an electric ‘heat gun’ used often to strip 

paint or otherwise. 

The main difference between a regular heat gun and a fire-starting wand is the elongated tip surrounded by a 

heat protecting aluminium shroud intended to protect the inner element from overheating during use.  

These products are designed to be held at a distance from the coals during 

lighting and are not intended to be ‘immersed’ into the coals. Immersing is 

not recommended due to overheating and possibly melting of the wand. 

When used with a conventional chimney, electric starters are not 

particularly useful because the heat from the wand, if pointed at the 

charcoal or briquettes at the top of the chimney, cannot penetrate down 

into the chimney to light the coals at the bottom.  

It is also tiring and tedious to have to hold the wand in this position during 

lighting. 
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Grill Guns 

Also fairly common on the BBQ scene are propane 

torches. These basically are big blow torches hooked 

up to a propane bottle. While these create a lot of 

flame, there are several things to note with these 

lighters. Firstly, you don’t get all that flame for nothing 

– there is a lot of wasted energy other than that used 

to light the coals. They use a LOT of gas and 

consequently are expensive to own and operate. 

Additionally, pointing a flame at the top of a pile of coals still won’t light the coals at the bottom of the heap – 

no matter how big the flame is. 

This product while being similar in shape to a conventional charcoal chimney, includes an offset air feed tube 
and integrated heat focusing nozzle 
within.  

Through this tube, heated air from an 

electric fire starter wand is directed 

toward the fuel at the base of the 

chimney thereby causing it to ignite.  

Fire and heat from the lighting of the 

first coals will quickly spread and light 

all the charcoal within the chimney. 

This works without fire lighters or 

accelerants of any kind, thereby making 

these products redundant. 

This offset air supply tube causes air to 

move up in a circular pattern 

throughout the chimney that creates a spiral ‘firenado’ 

effect (Hence the name ‘Barbienado’). This circulating 

column of air significantly increases fire and heat 

distribution inside the chimney as it circulates evenly 

around all the coals above the feed tube.  

The  Chimney is also 

constructed of Genuine 304 stainless steel that does not 

rust and will last much longer while also looking far 

more attractive both in materials and design. 
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The handle is both big enough to get two hands onto to assist safe pouring of coals as well as being made of 

wood that just does not get hot – ever! 

Lighting the charcoal in the chimney provides around 3 times faster lighting. This means that where it would 

normally take more than 30 minutes to light coals unassisted in a chimney, the  

Chimney will light the fuel to the same state of readiness in around 10 minutes or less. 
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